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§263.96 Conferences.

(a) General. The Board’s staff may
confer with a proposed respondent con-
cerning allegations of misconduct or
other grounds for censure, debarment
or suspension, regardless of whether a
proceeding for debarment or suspension
has been instituted. If a conference re-
sults in a stipulation in connection
with a proceeding in which the indi-
vidual is the respondent, the stipula-
tion may be entered in the record at
the request of either party to the pro-
ceeding.

(b) Resignation or voluntary suspen-
sion. In order to avoid the institution
of, or a decision in, a debarment or sus-
pension proceeding, a person who prac-
tices before the Board may consent to
suspension from practice. At the dis-
cretion of the Board, the individual
may be suspended or debarred in ac-
cordance with the consent offered.

§263.97 Proceedings under this sub-
part.

Except as otherwise provided in this
subpart, any hearing held under this
subpart shall be held before an admin-
istrative law judge of the OFIA pursu-
ant to procedures set forth in subparts
A and B of this part. The Board shall
appoint a person to represent the
Board in the hearing. Any person hav-
ing prior involvement in the matter
which is the basis for the suspension or
debarment proceeding shall be dis-
qualified from representing the Board
in the hearing. The hearing shall be
closed to the public unless the Board,
sua sponte or on the request of a party,
otherwise directs. The administrative
law judge shall refer a recommended
decision to the Board, which shall issue
the final decision and order. In its final
decision and order, the Board may cen-
sure, debar or suspend an individual, or
take such other disciplinary action as
the Board deems appropriate.

§263.98 Effect of suspension, debar-
ment or censure.

(a) Debarment. If the final order
against the respondent is for debar-
ment, the individual will not thereafter
be permitted to practice before the
Board unless otherwise permitted to do
so by the Board pursuant to §263.99 of
this subpart.

§263.101

(b) Suspension. If the final order
against the respondent is for suspen-
sion, the individual will not thereafter
be permitted to practice before the
Board during the period of suspension.

(c) Censure. If the final order against
the respondent is for censure, the indi-
vidual may be permitted to practice
before the Board, but such individual’s
future representations may be subject
to conditions designed to promote high
standards of conduct. If a written let-
ter of censure is issued, a copy will be
maintained in the Board’s files.

(d) Notice of debarment or suspension.
Upon the issuance of a final order for
suspension or debarment, the Board
shall give notice of the order to appro-
priate officers and employees of the
Board, to interested departments and
agencies of the Federal Government,
and to the appropriate authorities of
the State in which any debarred or sus-
pended individual is or was licensed to
practice.

§263.99 Petition for reinstatement.

The Board may entertain a petition
for reinstatement from any person
debarred from practice before the
Board. The Board shall grant reinstate-
ment only if the Board finds that the
petitioner is likely to act in accord-
ance with the regulations in this part,
and that granting reinstatement would
not be contrary to the public interest.
Any request for reinstatement shall be
limited to written submissions unless
the Board, in its discretion, affords the
petitioner an informal hearing.

Subpart G—Rules Regarding
Claims Under the Equal Ac-
cess to Justice Act

§263.100 Authority and scope.

This subpart implements the provi-
sions of the Equal Access to Justice
Act (5 U.S.C. 504) as they apply to for-
mal adversary adjudications before the
Board. The types of proceedings cov-
ered by this subpart are listed in
§§263.1 and 263.50.

§263.101 Standards for awards.

A respondent in a covered proceeding
that prevails on the merits of that pro-
ceeding against the Board, and that is
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